
Berrien Fire Chief’s Association 
Meeting called to order by Chief Davidson at 0833 hours on 5-16-12.   
 
ATTENDANCE: Unavailable 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Lamb reported no change with a total in checking of 
1,173.34.  Motion, Second with all in favor. 
 
MINUTES – Minutes from the March meeting were approved. Motion & Second with 
all in favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS / BILLS – None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
911 – Dave discussed simulcast grant.  The search for a clear channel has led us to the 
Forestry spectrum.  The coordinator has identified at least one channel and forwarded to 
the FCC for approval.  Chief Stiles asked what the plan was relating to Eau Claire Tower.  
Dave stated that there is no plan to replace it at this time as the transmitter will be moved 
to Bertrand Crossing.  Sumnerville and Berrien Towers will remain.   Dave discussed his 
preparations for the PGA event.  He also discussed plans to update the current millage to 
cover expected costs.  Looking for an increase from .25 to .45 mill.  Basically $10 on 100 
K home.     
   
DNR –.None 
 
Funeral Protocol – Chief Spiegel talked about North Berrien’s recent losses of past 
members.  The Bibles were brought up and Chief Stover would look into picking up a 
few more through a split with the Firefighters Assoc, not to exceed $300.  Motion, 
second, with all in favor.  Also an idea to pick up Station Bunting was discussed.  North 
Berrien will also be providing an American Flag to the kit.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – 
.  
 
LEPC –..Civilian Disaster Preparedness was the focus.      
    
SHERIFF- The Sheriff discussed preparations for the upcoming SPGA event in North 
County.  Plans are in place in case protesters expected show up for the event.  There is 
some intel that a march is being planned to protest the Emergency Manager Act of 
possibly 300-500 people.  We won’t know the extent until the event but we want to be 
ready.  Whirlpool has been very financially supportive covering a portion of the cost of 
overtime for the event.  Corey Burks is also back to work.  He has been recuperating 
from an injury for the last few months.   Finally the Sheriff announced that he would be 
running unopposed in the upcoming election and he looks forward to working with the 
Chiefs for years to come.   
 
The Sheriff brought along Berrien County Prosecutor Art Cotter to discuss the New 
Fireworks Law PA 256 &257 Signed into Law on January 1 of this year.  He went into 
depth reviewing the ins and outs to the legislation.  Class 1.3 Consumer fireworks are 
now able to be shot without a license in Michigan however 1.4 Commercial Fireworks 
are still only able to be used by those licensed in the State.    Commercial Sales of 
fireworks is regulated by the State and venders must be licensed.  Display is governed by 



NFPA 1124.  Discussion relating to where they could be shot was also discussed at 
length. Concerns about shooting from one property and landing on another were 
questioned. They cannot be shot from public property, churches or private property 
without permission but can land anywhere as long as not creating a hazard to a dwelling.    
Local jurisdictions are not allowed to pass or enforce more restrictive legislation that 
would limit fireworks sale and or use on the day of, day before, and day after a national 
holiday but they could ban them any other time.  Noise ordinances apparently are not 
applicable either.  The Sheriff and Bomb Squad Leader Fred Laesch let everyone know 
that they could call the Bomb Squad to recover any stockpiles that exceeded legal 
quantities or with any other related questions that they might have.  Several Police Chiefs 
were also in attendance for the presentation.  Concerns about the ability to enforce the act 
were effectively were also expressed.  Noise ordinances violations were also ruled out as 
a possible remedy.  You can shoot the things off 24 hours a day during the day before, of, 
and day after a national holiday.  It would take some sort of local ordinance to ban their 
use any other time.  Many questions remain.  A copy of the law was attached to the 
minutes.          
 
HAZ-MAT- None    
 
BCFFA   -. Bed Bugs prevention was discussed at the recent meeting.  
 
RED CROSS-.None 
 
BCYF –.  None 
 . 
TRAINING –Chief Stover discussed the recent FF1&2 Practical Exercise.  Over 60 
candidates took the exam with only 5 not being able to meet the requirements.  The 
written test results are still out.  Graduation is scheduled for June 10th at the Fairgrounds.  
The last few years have been held at BSOFD but due to overwhelming attendance is 
being moved back to the Youth Memorial Building.  There will be a flyer to follow 
announcing the event.  Departmental leaders are encouraged to attend.     
 
MABAS-.  The State is asking each division to appoint a Plan Coordinator and a 
Communication Reprehensive.  Dave will handle the later but Chief Lamb still needs 
someone willing to serve as a Plan Coordinator.  Interested parties should contact Chief 
Lamb.      
      
OLD BUSINESS -.The Social Media Policy was presented.  A proposed copy was issues 
and will be attached to the minutes.  Watervliet also has one available for review.  It is 
important to have a joint policy to prevent issues on Mutual Aid fires. 
   
NEW BUSINESS-. Chief Spiegel announced his departure from North Berrien Fire.  He 
plans to pursue a position teaching youth sailing.  He appreciated working with the 
Chiefs and expressed his pride with where the group is going.  He would like to stay 
involve at some level in the future. He reminded the group that his position on the 
Communication Committee will need to be filled. 
 
Chief Jones announced that Watervliet’s new 70 foot Platform Tower is in service.   
Jerry Sirk discussed the M63 closure due to Bridge work following the PGA Weekend. 
 
Adjourned 1015 hrs 
Next Meeting June 20th at 1830 hours at Lincoln Twp Fire. 
RS Larry Lamb 










































