
BERRIEN COUNTY  

FIRE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION 

BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order: 1630-1652    Date: October 18, 2023 

 

PRERSENTATION: 

Old minutes: Old minutes emailed out.     Motion to accept old minutes by Chief Harper.  Seconded by Chief 

Klaer.  Motion passed.  None opposed.   

Treasurer’s Report: Starting Balance: $6420.91. No changes. Ending Balance: $6420.91.  Motion to accept 

treasurers report by Chief Klaer.  Seconded by Chief Steinke. Motion passed. None opposed. 

Communications:  

Fish fry October 21, 2023, Buchanan Twp. Fire, 1500-2000hrs. 

Chili cookoff October 28, 2023, Galien Fire, 1700-2000 hrs. 

Pancake Breakfast November 12, 2023, New Buffalo Twp. Fire, 0800-1200. 

New Chief/Visitor:  

Great Lakes Drone: None  (emailed after meeting see attached) 

Medic-1: None 

S.M.C.A.S.: None 

Med Flight: Mark requested to please keep watchful eye on LZ.  Had an incident where rock was thrown at 

helicopter damaging rotor system.  LZ class if need them. 

Med Control: None 

Dispatch/911: VHF simulcast is dismantled.  Working on console update.  Continue to work on towers for 

simulcast.  Tower outage on October 31, 2023.  Will send out info as date approaches.    New tower approved to 

move forward. behind Buchanan Twp FD.  Foundation and building will need to be installed.  Hope to have 

tower operational in first Q2024.  Closed on AEP building.  Renovation next hope to   move in 2026.  MGU 

grant for wireless headsets. Staffing: 4 vacancies; 2 offers; 1 in call taker training; 1 in development training; 1 

in dispatcher training.    

BCFA: Next meeting at Galien November 02, 2023.  Smoke detectors and CO detectors ordered.  $2500.00 

from Serv-Pro for smoke detectors and $2500.00 from Centsable for CO detectors.   

Training: Nothing New 

Emergency Management: Nothing 

MABAS: Plan Coordinators meeting.  In need of a regional response coordinator for region 5 so if any 

MABAS departments has someone interested contact Frank.  Boxcard training recently went well.  Continue to 

work on active violence training for divisions in need.  Working on special operations awareness videos.  

Working on MABAS101 for 2024.  Looking for divisions to host if interested.    

Other Communications: 

Old Business: NFIRS  (see attached) 

Cache radio cabinet discussed last month but no motion to reimburse.  Motion to reimburse BSOT FD for cache 

radio cabinet $129.97, by Chief Dwan, seconded by Chief Nitz.  Motion passed.  None opposed.   

New Business: Mayday Policy updated discussed.  Motion by Chief Klaer to accept mayday policy.  Seconded 

by Chief Steinke.  Motion passed.  None opposed.  Train the trainer following November BCFCA meeting.  

Discussion on mayday policy as presentation for November BCFA meeting.   

Next Meeting: November 15, 2023, at 0830.  Lincoln Twp.  Mayday train the trainer training to follow 

November meeting.  Chief’s please let your training officers know. 

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Chief Chase.  Seconded by Chief Steinke.  None opposed.  

Meeting adjourn: 1652 hrs 





ToyToy DriveDrive

 T H E  N O R T H  B E R R I E N
F I R E F I G H T E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N

5:00pm-8:00pm

Saturday, November 11th andSaturday, November 11th and
25th, 202325th, 2023

  North Berrien Fire Rescue Stations 1North Berrien Fire Rescue Stations 1  

  Kindness and CompassionKindness and Compassion  

170170    Washington St.Washington St.

The North Berrien Firefighters Association is hosting
a toy drive on Saturday, November 11th, and Saturday

November 25th, 2023, from 5:00pm-8:00pm. You
can drop off new, unwrapped toys at the 

      North Berrien Fire Rescue Station 1, located at 170
Washington St. Coloma, MI.

All toy donations will be donated to the Kindness and
Compassion Drive being held at Coloma Elementary

and Coloma Intermediate. Gift cards and cash
donations will also be accepted and donated to the

Kindness and Compassion Drive. Can’t make it on
November 11th or 25th? Donations will also be

accepted during the week from 8:00am-3:00pm,
November 13th to November 27th 2023, at the

North Berrien Fire Rescue Station located at 3061
Coloma Rd. Benton Harbor, MI.  Donation boxes will
also be at the Coloma and Hagar Township Dollar

General stores and the Coloma Subway restaurant.













1. Total calls in Allegan County 2023: 16 

2. Total calls in Barry County 2023– 9 

3. Total Calls in Berrien County 2023– 164 

4. Total Calls in Calhoun County 2023– 1 

5. Total Calls in Kalamazoo County2023– 59 

6. Total Calls in St Joseph County 2023– 37 

7. Total Call in Van Buren County 2023– 47 

8. Total Calls in 2023 to Date: 333 

9. Numbers are as of September 30th, 2023 

On September 12th, 2023 we were requested by the 

Michigan State Police and Lawrence Twp Emergency Services 

to assist on a missing aircraft search for 3 days. The pilot 

departed on 9/10/23 around 11am and had not been seen 

since. Extensive coordination between MSP, Cass County 

Authorities, Van Buren Authorities, Civil Air Patrol and the Air 

Force Rescue Coordination Center lead to the discovery of 

the aircraft in Silver Creek Twp on 9/14/23 within the 2 mile 

arrival/departure path of Dowagiac Municipal Airport. The 

extensive coordination between fixed wing, rotary wing and 

UAS operations was a testament to safety tiered aerial 

operations.  

Remote ID Update: 

Effective September 16th, 2023 remote ID (RID) is now 

required by the FAA for all drone flights within the US 

National Airspace. The FAA has provided some 

exemptions as well as provided a delayed enforcement 

MEMO to all investigators that allows a until March 16th, 

2024 to become compliant if the pilot shows proof of 

attempts to be compliant due to product availability 

delays. 

Anyone can now monitor a drones location in the air via a 

free phone app. We currently recommend Air Sentinel 

which is a free android based app you can download. They 

do have an IOS version coming out in November 2023. If 

you are a public safety agency, you can also see the pilots 

location after a vetting process with Air Sentinel. If you 

would like more information, visit their website or contact 

us for more information.  

 

https://airsentinel.ai/home

